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The voice of one crying in the wil-

derness 

Prepare the way of the Lord, 

Make his paths straight 

Every valley shall be filled, 

And every mountain and hill 

Shall be made low, 

And the crooked shall be made 

straight, 

And the rough ways be made 

smooth; 

And all flesh shall see the salvation 

of God 

Isaiah 40:3-5 

 

     The Advent season is more than 

just a time of waiting.  It is a time 

of expectation.  A time when we 

prepare, blending the promise of 

deliverance and the news of Jesusô 

coming into the world, into the 

expectation of Godôs coming 

realm. 

     The realized expectations of 

Advent move us into the season of 

Christmas.  Often we think of 

Christmas as a single day, but the 

season of Christmas extends be-

yond December 25th.  This joyous 

season, celebrating Godôs pres-

ence among us continues on for 

12 days. 

     These 12 days bring us to the 

season of Epiphany.  This Greek 

word translates into ñrevealingò.  

Epiphany is a time to explore how 

Jesusô coming is not a private act 

but is revealed in and by the 

whole of life and creation. 

     As we journey through these 

three seasons we will explore pro-

phetic words that bring both chal-

lenge and promise of new life.  

Revealing words of call, response 

and commission moving us into 

the promise of our own vocation.  

We are the ones, individually and 

in community, through whom 

God continues to reveal the Christ 

in the world. 

     As we move along from prom-

ise to preparation; from receiving 

Godôs gift to embracing our call-

ing; to being Godôs gift to the 

world; may we embrace the mys-

tery of Godôs timing and the joy 

of Godôs blessings. 

Woodroffe United Church 

613-722-9250 

www.woodroffeunited.org 

     God, as we move through this Advent/Christmas/Epiphany season, we thank you for the ñpersonal touchò 

you gave to the world in your son, Jesus.  In him we have a model of how to love and serve others, how to 

stand up to injustice and we begin to learn how to love ourselves.   

     In Jesusô portrayal of a God who longs to welcome us home, we begin to see ourselves as individuals of 

worth and value, in your sight.  Our egos are so fragile, God.  Help us to receive the warmth of the Christ 

Child, who was wrapped in swaddling clothes, welcomed by humble shepherds and wise men, and all the time 

lay in a manger of straw with the company of farm animals and angels.  Help us to see the holy in both the 

ordinary and the extra-ordinary events of our lives.   

     May we rejoice in our heritage as your daughters and sons and welcome others into this rich heritage as 

well.  Amen                                                

                                                                                            With thanks to Allan Warren, St. Georgeôs UC., ON. 
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Since I Joined You In July 
                                Rev. Daniel Hayward 

Being a Christian is like 

being a pumpkin. God lifts 

you up, takes you in, and 

washes all the dirt off of 

you. He opens you up, 

touches you deep inside and 

scoops out all the yucky stuff

-- including the seeds of 

doubt, hate, greed, etc. Then 

He carves you a new smiling 

face and puts His light 

inside you to shine for all 

the world to see.  

       Since I joined you in July I have 

been out and about, visiting Woodroffe 

folk at home in apartments, houses, re-

tirement residences, and nursing homes. 

My wife and I also enjoyed ourselves at 

Woodroffeôs marvelous bazaar! Driving 

to and fro on my visits I have seen green 

leaves change to yellow and orange and 

red, then fall to the ground ï and now 

Iôm watching for snow, and thinking 

about putting on my snow tires, so the 

season of Advent is almost upon us. 

     Getting ready for Advent I have been 

going through our Voices United hymn 

book and looking at music. One of my 

favourite Advent hymns is Hope is a 

Star, #7, with its opening verse: 

Hope is a star that shines in the night, 

Leading us on till the morning is bright. 

When God is a child thereôs joy in our 

song. 

The last shall be first and the weak shall 

be strong, 

And none shall be afraid. 

     What a wonderful summary of the 

seasons of Advent and Christmas, and 

our faith as followers of Jesus! What a 

note of hope! We need that hope this 

year as we are faced by threats from flu, 

terrorism and war, and an economic re-

cession. As 2009 ends, we really need to 

hear phrases like ñnone shall be afraid.ò 

     Hope is there for us in Scripture. 

During Advent we hear from the proph-

ets, as the people of Israel place their 

hope in the promises of God who had 

entered into covenant with them. The 

prophets proclaim that God will 

be faithful and send the Christ, so 

that justice and peace will prevail 

throughout creation. 

     This expectation pervades the 

New Testament too. Jesus pro-

claims in word and deed that 

Godôs rule is at hand. His first 

followers spoke of God as the 

God of hope: Christ had come, 

Christ was among them in the 

Spirit, and they hoped that Christ 

would come again. So they 

prayed, come, Lord Jesus. We 

echo these words in our Advent 

worship. 

     We too need to live in hope. 

And, as we watch and wait and 

pray in hope, we are also to act in 

hope. For we learn the meaning 

of hope only by following the 

way of Jesus, in proclaiming and 

hearing the good news, and in 

sharing with others the forgive-

ness, peace, reconciliation, and 

liberation that are Godôs good 

gifts. Ours is not a hope of es-

cape. It is a hope of creation and 

service, a hope in - and working 

for - Godôs rule, where the last 

shall be first and the weak shall 

be strong. 

     May you know hope and con-

fidence in our loving God, who 

came to us as a tiny child. May 

there be joy in your song this Ad-

vent. 

     Come, Lord Jesus! 

ñLet Them Knowò 
Gwen Moore 

Let someone know you are 

caring. 

Take the time to listen to  

What they want so much to 

tell you 

For the gentle folks are few 

You are not so high and 

mighty 

That you cannot spare a 

smile 

For may never know when 

you might 

Need somebody after 

awhile. You are, at this moment, standing, right in the middle of your own "acres of                               

diamondsò.                                                                                    Earl Nightingale 
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     The letters of St. Paul and the 

Commandment of Jesus remind us 

that pastoral care is both a spiritual 

gift and a Christian responsibility.  At 

Woodroffe, pastoral care occurs on a 

daily basis and in a variety of ways.  

At one end of the continuum is what 

happens every Sundayïas well as the 

other six daysïwhen members of the 

congregation attend to each other in 

caring and supportive ways, be it a 

cheerful ñgood morningò as we arrive 

or a quiet chat in the pew after the 

service.  The weekly bulletin reminds 

us of this when it notes that ñwe are 

all called to ministry.ò  At the other 

end, is the care provided by the min-

isterial staff to those in situations of 

acute needïtypically surrounding a 

death or serious illness.  In between 

are those circumstances which call 

for an ongoing commitmentï long or 

short-termïby a member of the con-

gregation to take on responsibility for 

caring for another.  One example is 

members who are largely confined to 

their homes and are unable to attend 

church regularly.  A group of visitors 

ensures that these members of our 

family remain connected in a per-

sonal way.  In other cases, from time 

to time, members find themselves in a 

particularly difficult or crisis situation 

that may call for someone with spe-

cial skills or training to assist or aug-

ment the support provided by the 

Ministers.  This is where the Pastoral 

Care Team comes in. 

     Woodroffeôs team is currently 

composed of twelve lay members, all 

of whom have completed a ten-week 

training program to develop their lis-

tening skills and their ability to re-

spond pastorally and confidentially 

when a crisis arises. These skills are 

maintained and enhanced through 

continuing education programs pro-

vided by the Pastoral Care Training 

Program and community agencies.  

The team meets monthly from Sep-

tember to June for mutual support, 

sharing and learning and, each year, 

covenants with the congregation to 

care for one another. 

     As well, the Pastoral Care Team 

responds to the churchôs mission to 

minister not only to ourselves but 

also to our neighbours, through par-

ticipation in the spiritual care pro-

grams at the local hospitals and 

nursing homes. 

     Over this past year, the team has 

responded to the needs of members 

of the congregation experiencing 

bereavement, critical, chronic and 

terminal illness, emotional diffi-

culty, separation, long-term care 

decisions, difficult personal and 

family relationships, unexpected 

and/or unpleasant life changes, and 

unemployment. 

     Current team members are Sandi 

Bain, Wes Dearham, Jim Hampton, 

Lynn Hampton, Mary-Lynne Har-

vey, Debbie Lester, Margaret 

MacLeod, Don Partridge, Darlene 

Patton, John Patton, David Watson 

and Cathy Ziai. 

     If you have or are aware of a 

pastoral care need or would like 

more information about the work of 

the Pastoral Care Team, please con-

tact Rev. Jan Lougheed, Rev. Dan 

Hayward  or John Patton (613-729-

4139). 

Woodroffeôs Pastoral Care Team  

John Patton, Coordinator 

DONôT 

MISS 

ñDECK 

THE 

HALLSò 

Saturday Nov 28  

@ 4:00  

 @ 5:30 our   

Annual Turkey  

Dinner 

@ 7:30 Stairwell 

Carollers  

Tickets available af-

ter Church on Sun-

days or from the 

Church Office 

 

Isaiah 9:6-7  

For a child has been 

born for us, a son given 

to us; authority rests 

upon his shoulders; and 

he is named Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Fa-

ther, Prince of Peace.  
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   Woodroffeôs UCW is off to a good start this fall with 3 active 

Units meeting monthly and offering interesting programs.  Women 

of the congregation are always welcome to attend any of the meet-

ings.  If you are a newcomer to the church, or have always won-

dered what goes on at those UCW meetings, we encourage you to 

try us out.  Itôs a great way to get to know better some of the 

women behind the faces you see on Sunday mornings.  Notices for 

the meetings appear in the bulletin on the preceding Sunday and 

usually include the planned activity for that month. All meetings 

take place in the Friendship Room unless otherwise noted.  Just 

come along and you will be warmly received. 

¶ Jubilee meets at 7:30 on the first Wednesday of each month.  

The conveners are Marcia Armstrong and Judy Chaplin 

¶ Central Midway meets at noon on the 3rd Monday of each 

month.  The convener is Muriel McGuinty 

Renaissance meets at noon on the 4th Monday of each month.  The 

convener is Shirley Sloan 

     The December Potluck and Advent Candlelight Service will be 

held on Tuesday December 1 2009.  Dinner will be at 6:00 pm in 

the Banquet Hall and the Candlelight service at 7:30 in the Sanctu-

ary.  All women of the congregation are invited.  If you would like 

to bring a friend, relative or neighbour along, they would be wel-

come too.  Mark your calendars for this event. 

     Speaking of calendars, the UCW Executive will be selling the 

2010 Church Calendar after the service on November 8, 15 and 22 

while supplies last.  The cost is $7.00. 

     Wishing everyone a good year of fun and fellowship. 

UCW News 
Kringen Henein, UCW President 

Update from Joanne 

Tuttle On Her  

Accident at Homeé. 
     Some of you may recall that I 

took a tumble down my basement 

stairs and suffered a concussion 

and sprained wrist and ankle.  

     You will be happy to hear that 

I now have a railing and vertical 

bars down the open section of my 

basement stairs. I have also low-

ered the telephone to the level of a 

chair seat so that it is easier to 

phone for assistance.  

     Finally, my nearest neighbour 

has been given a key. Thanks to 

everyone who wished me well in 

my recovery.   

Banners 
Pat Cuthbert 

     Each Sunday as we sit in the sanctuary, savouring the music, the prayers, the sermons, and the ambi-

ence of the moment, we are surrounded not only by church family, but by the beautiful banners created 

with love by our sewing friends. The colours, the designs, the splendor and details in the banners are truly 

a work of art.   We are so fortunate to have such a variety of beautiful banners!  

     We are always looking for new óworks of artô and encourage those with new ideas and sewing skills to 

give me a  call.  Interested???   I would love to hear from you!.    Pat Cuthbert at (613) 828-6516 or email 

patsi65@hotmail.com.  

"When the past tries to dominate your thoughts, let your dreams ignite your dayò.     Rich Wilkins  
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     Ten years ago, a small group 

of Woodroffe congregation 

members joined a newly arrived 

Kosovar family in their small 

apartment on McEwen Avenue. 

We struggled to communicate 

through an interpreter. They 

spoke Albanian and were refu-

gees from  a brutal war that had 

been raging through Kosovo, a 

predominantly Muslim region of 

the former Yugoslavia then un-

der Serbian control. They were 

the Nuhijaj family: Islam and 

Zoja, a young couple with their 

five-year-old son Leotrim and 

their 14-year-old nephew Jeton. 

A few months later Jetonôs 

brother Muhamet, then 13, also 

arrived on Islam and Zojaôs door-

step and became one of our offi-

cial charges. 

     The Woodroffe people were 

part of a refugee support commit-

tee that had worked hard to find 

the apartment and furnishings 

after our church agreed to spon-

sor a refugee family. In all, about 

15 of us were involved, and we 

came to know the Nuhijajs very 

well over the next two years as 

we provided assistance of vari-

ous kinds. Around the same time, 

we were introduced to another 

part of the family as Islamôs 

brother Rexje and his wife, also 

called Zoja, settled in the same 

neighbourhood with their five 

children. 

     Our efforts stemmed from a 

federal government request to 

community organizations across 

Canada in 1999 to help Kosovo 

refugees settle here, temporar-

ily or permanently. We divided 

various duties among ourselves 

and took turns taking family 

members to countless appoint-

ments. The Nuhijajs learned 

the challenges of banking, 

budgeting and shopping the 

Canadian way. There was en-

rolment in language classes for 

Islam. We helped them adapt 

to Canadian climate and cus-

toms. We dealt with the trials 

and tribulations of getting the 

children enrolled in school and 

soccer, going to parent-teacher 

meetings, setting up and ac-

companying people to medical 

and dental appointments, deal-

ing with government bureauc-

racy, job-hunting, and arrang-

ing translation. They became 

familiar with social services. It 

was a personal and often chal-

lenging kind of commitment. 

    But we had fun too. We met 

for dinner and birthday parties, 

we went to the beach in the 

Gatineau Hills, we went skat-

ing. And we watched personal 

struggles, knowing that ulti-

mately they had to sort out dif-

ficult family issues among 

themselves. And all the while, 

they worried about family 

members in Kosovo ð 

whether they were dead or 

alive or had enough to live on.  

And as the Nuhijajs became 

more settled, some of us were 

honoured to attend their vari-

ous Canadian citizenship cere-

monies. 

     Islam was from a family of 

bakers and dreamed of estab-

lishing a bakery here. That 

came to pass several years 

ago. He and Zoja, with help 

from their sister-in-law, Zoja, 

now toil long hours in their 

bakery located off Greenbank 

Road. Committed to a Cana-

dian future, their English 

skills have come a long way. 

And big news is that Jeton 

and Muhamet, 24 and 23, both 

got married recently to young 

women from Kosovo. The 

two young men still work in 

Ottawa, though, in the con-

struction trade. Both are val-

ued employees. Meanwhile 

Leotrim, 15, is still in school 

and bigger than his dad, who 

is a pretty big guy himself. 

And now there are two more 

little brothers: Nentor, now 9, 

and Alban, 7. 

     The family still enjoys at-

tending the Woodroffe bazaar 

when they can. And this 

month several members of the 

former refugee committee will 

get together with the Nuhijajs 

to celebrate all those achieve-

ments! Thank you to the con-

gregation for your big contri-

bution to the familyôs success 

in Canada. 

The Nuhijaj Farmily ð10 Years Later 
Wes Dearham  
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       Someone asked me the other 

day how dragonflies spend the win-

ter.  It was a good question and I 

had to look it up.  Most of us know 

about the migration of monarch but-

terflies, but what about all the other 

insects that disappear at this time of 

year, yet reappear in the spring?  

How do they make it through those 

cold winter nights? 

     There are several strategies and 

it turns out migration is only one of 

them.  Insects are shape-changers.  

They adopt different forms at dif-

ferent stages of their life cycle.  

These may include an egg, a larva, 

a pupa, a nymph or an adult.  All of 

these are potential forms in which 

to pass the winter. 

     Some insect species over-winter 

as eggs.  The eggs have usually 

been laid under the bark of trees or 

in the leaf litter or soil where there 

will be some insulation from the 

cold.  For example, aphids over-

winter in eggs that hatch in the 

spring. 

     Other insect species over-winter 

in the leaf litter or soil as larvae.  

The white grubs that damage our 

lawns are the larval stage of scarab 

beetles.  The grubs spend the cold 

months deep in the soil. 

     A pupa is contained in an enve-

lope where moths and butterflies 

transform from the larval form into 

an adult.  Some over-winter as pu-

pae.  Their caterpillars spin cocoons 

in the fall and pass the cold days in 

their silky casing, either attached to 

plants or under dead leaves.  During 

this time they undergo metamor-

phosis.  In the spring they will 

emerge as adults. 

     Dragonfly and damselfly larvae 

are aquatic and are called nymphs.  

Nymphs are predatory and live in 

marshes, ponds and lakes.  They 

can over-winter in the water, re-

maining active below the layer of 

ice.   In the spring they crawl out 

onto vegetation and transform into 

adults.  This is called partial meta-

morphosis. 

     Some insects like cluster flies 

and Asian ladybugs stick around 

all winter as adults.  They huddle 

together in a protected place and 

enter a form of dormancy that in-

cludes reducing the water content 

of their bodies and producing a 

kind of antifreeze.  They thaw out 

in spring and wake up undamaged 

and ready to go.  Adult honeybees 

pass the winter in the shelter of 

hollow trees, staying semi-active 

and eating honey.  And it turns out 

that Monarch butterflies are not the 

only insect migrants; a dragonfly 

species called the green darner also 

makes long distant flights to 

warmer places. 

     So as you can see, the answer to 

the question ñwhat happens to 

dragonflies and other insects in the 

winter?ò is not a simple one.  How 

marvelous that there are so many 

different answers and solutions to 

the problem. 

Insects and Winter 
 Kringen  Henein 

Reporters Wanted! 
 Read a good article in the 

Observer that you would like to 

share? 

 See a story taking place that we 

should all know about? 

Birthday?  Anniversary?   

 Donôt forget, WUC Uniter is 

always on the lookout for news 

as it happens! Send to 

dklester@rogers.com or leave 

your article in box 46 at the 

church! 

Wonderful Church  

Bulletins  
Dave Watson 

 

The peacemaking meeting 

scheduled for today has been 

cancelled due to a conflict.  

 

Don't let worry kill you off - let 

the Church help.  

 

For those of you who have 

children and don ' t know it, we 

have a nursery downstairs.  

 

Next Thursday there will be 

tryouts for the choir.  They 

need all the help they can get.  

mailto:dklester@rogers.com
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STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 2009 

"Making a Difference"  

Carol Cochrane, Chair, Stewardship Committee 

"We can make a difference once we decide to be the dif-

ference."                                                ð Joyce C. Lock 

     Everyday, in small and not so small ways, Woodroffe United 

Church is making a difference in the lives of its members and in the 

lives of those in our broader "church family." 

     This year our Stewardship Campaign is focusing on the dif-

ference each one of us is able to make and what we can do together to 

make this world a better place, as God intended. 

     Many of us equate stewardship with money. There can some-

times be a feeling of panic when a Stewardship Campaign gets under-

way. What the Stewardship Committee hopes to focus on this year is 

more a consideration of who we are, what valuable resources we 

have and how we can make a difference. 

     We can give our time to our church school and youth pro-

grams, teaching the values and traditions that are so important to us, or 

we can give our time serving on one of our many Committees within 

the church, or volunteering in the church office. 

     We can give our compassion in pastoral care, helping one an-

other through life's challenges and setbacks. 

     We can give our talents by singing in the choir, baking up a 

storm for the bake table at the Bazaar or helping to decorate the nar-

thex at Christmas time.. 

And yes, we can give our money. Jesus taught us that our use of 

money shows where our heart is and what matters most to us. The of-

ferings we give support our staff, our use of the Church building and 

lend a much needed hand to those in need, both within Ottawa and 

within our worldwide community. 

     Making any commitment of time, energy and money is an act 

of faith. Through this Stewardship Campaign we hope that we will af-

firm the sense of community amongst us. Each one of us needs to be 

of service to make a real difference in the world. 

The Amazing  

Cucumber 
Jane Staples-Campbell 

 

Feeling tired in the afternoon, put 

down the caffeinated soda and pick 

up a cucumber. Cucumbers are a 

good source of B Vitamins and Car-

bohydrates that can provide that 

quick pick-me-up that can last for 

hours.  
 

Are grubs and slugs ruining your 

planting beds? Place a few slices in 

a small pie tin and your garden will 

be free of pests all season long. The 

chemicals in the cucumber react 

with the aluminum to give off a 

scent undetectable to humans but 

drive garden pests crazy and make 

them flee the area.  
 

Out of WD 40 and need to fix a 

squeaky hinge? Take a cucumber 

slice and rub it along the problem-

atic hinge, and voila, the squeak is 

gone!  
 

Using a pen and made a mistake? 

Take the outside of the cucumber 

and slowly use it to erase the pen 

writing, also works great on crayons 

and markers that the kids have used 

to decorate the walls! 

Pray Before Eating...  Everyone was seated around the 

table as the food was being served. When little Logan received his 

plate, he started eating right away.  "Logan, wait until we say our 

prayer," his mother reminded him. "I don't have to," the little boy re-

plied. "Of course you do," his mother insisted, "we say a prayer be-

fore eating at our house." "That's at our house," Logan explained, "but 

this is Grandma's house and she knows how to cook."  
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      The Church kitchen is an important 

resource for all of us.  From its counters 

and crannies come coffee, tea and juice 

on Sunday mornings and pancake break-

fasts, stone soup lunches, and hearty 

menôs dinners for our pleasure.  As well, 

other groups using the Church avail 

themselves of the facilities.  Mostly folks 

clean up after themselves pretty well, but 

sometimes they slip up and then things 

start getting a bit grungy.  We donôt want 

grungy in our kitchen. 

     Our caretaker keeps the floors swept 

and scrubbed but there is a need for some 

regular kitchen duty to keep the fridge 

and stoves clean, the counters and sinks 

wiped down and disinfected, and un-

claimed containers that pile up in the area 

disposed of.  Dishtowels need to be 

washed and supplies such as dish deter-

gent and cleaners replenished as needed. 

     Over the summer, Joanne Tuttle and 

Steve Mairs volunteered to clean and or-

ganize the kitchen.  They did a great job.  

To ensure that it is maintained in this 

state, it has been suggested that we 

set up a duty list, sort of like the 

ones for serving coffee or counting 

offering, whereby ñKitchen An-

gelsò would sign up to be responsi-

ble for the kitchen for a defined pe-

riod of time on a rotational basis.  

This would involve coming into the 

Church once a week or following 

an event to make sure the kitchen 

has been left in good order and that 

it is clean and well stocked with 

cleaning supplies, and that clean 

dishtowels are available. Details 

can be worked out and the day and 

hour of óangel dutyô would be flexi-

ble. 

     If you are interested in helping 

out by being a Kitchen Angel, 

please contact Kringen Henein at 

kringen@magma.ca, or 613 729 

7726.  If we get a good response, 

we can set up a working schedule 

that will not require a lot of any one 

personôs time. 

Kitchen Angel 
Kringen Henein 

                96th Ottawa Venturers              Peter Morrison 

     The Scout Group has been celebrating our 50th anniversary year in 2009.  These celebrations culmi-

nated with an all-section activity day up at Lac La Pêche in Gatineau Park in mid-June.  We had great 

weather for canoeing, frisbee golf, soccer, swimming, and sand castle building complete with bombard-

ing the oppositionôs castles with water balloons, trying to extinguish the other teamôs ñeternal flameò 

burning somewhere inside the castle.  The sun shone brightly as the day closed with all the parents & 

families of the 96th joining the youth for a BBQ feast followed by the youth providing entertainment 

which you would have trouble finding anywhere else! 

     This Fall, the Scout group has 10 terrific youth (5 returning, 2 new, and 3 having moved up from 

Cubs).  Weôve had a busy October, beginning with Fall camp in the interior of Algonquin Park.  Some 

canoed in, some backpacked in, but all ended up at the same interior site in the Achray/Barron Canyon 

area, from which we explored the area.  Of particular interest were High Falls and the natural water slide 

area.  Later in the month, we honed our rock climbing skills at the Coyote Rock Gym.  We also held a 

cookout one evening at which we invested our 5 new Scouts.  Shortly after that, the Scouts served over 

19 dozen hot dogs at the annual bazaar, to rave reviews, and the next day, we put our rock climbing skills 

to work in the great outdoors on the cliffs of Gatineau Park near Luskville in what was surely one of the 

nicest days of the Fall season. 

We thank Thee, Lord, 

for Memory 

To live again the past; 

That in remembering 

bygone days 

The fruits of joy shall 

last. 

But for the power to 

forget 

We thank Thee even 

more: 

The stings, the slights, 

the hurts, the wounds, 

Can never hurt us 

more. 

Margaret H. Hancock 

mailto:kringen@magma.ca


The W.U.C. Uniter  

November 2009 

Here is the current financial picture for Woodroffe United as of the end 

of October, 2009. 

Page 9  

Woodroffe United Financial Overview 
Joe Smarkala 

Christmas  

Shortbread  

Cookies  
   The Membership Relations 

Committee would appreciate 

your donations of shortbread 

cookies.  

   Please bring the shortbread 

to the U.C.W. Christmas Pot-

luck Supper on  Tuesday, De-

cember  1st or to the Church 

office by Thursday, December 

10th. 

   Cookies will be arranged in 

gift packages on Saturday 

morning, December 12th  in 

the auditorium at 10:00 and 

will be ready for delivery on 

Sunday, December 13.   

   Thanks for your support and 

help! 

Kids & Religion 
One four-year old had the fol-

lowing prayer down paté 

ñAnd forgive us our trash bas-

kets as we forgive those who 

put trash in our basketsò. 

 

3 year old Sue:  ñOur father, 

who does art in heaven, How-

ard is his nameéò 

  End of Nov 

2008 

End of Nov 

2009 

Revenue     

  - Envelope Givings $188,050 $188,886 

  - Use of Building $55,725 $47,442 

  - Fundraising $31,025 $30,633 

  - Other $14,254 $4,521 

Total Revenue $289,054 $271,482 

      

Expenses     

  - Personnel Costs $235,207 $224,997 

  - Other Expenses $48,279 $38,868 

Total Expense $314,829 $292,468 

      

Deficit -$25,775 -$20,986 

      

Mission & Service Givings $32,817 $31,944 

Outreach Givings $24,365 $23,586 

      

     Because of the excellent bazaar results and savings in personnel 

costs over the last two months, our deficit as of the end of October has 

been reduced down to about $21,000.  It was in the $47,000 range 

back in September.  As you can see, the deficit is about $5,000 less 

than last year.  With the continued savings in personnel costs over the 

remainder of the year, and with your continued support over the 

Christmas months, weôre hoping that at year end our deficit will be 

zero.  Thank you to all those who have contributed to this nice recov-

ery. 

     Our cash reserves available to cover future deficits and renovations 

are only about $50,000.  Your Council is aware of this situation and 

are looking at various plans for improving our financial situation. 

     Your continued financial and volunteer support are needed to keep 

Woodroffe healthy and alive.  Thank you in advance. 
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The greatest Joy......................Giving  

The most satisfying work............Helping others  

The greatest problem to overcome.........Fear 

Most effective sleeping pill...........Peace of mind  

The most powerful force in life...............Love  

The worst thing to be without.................Hope  

The two most power-filled words............."I Can"  

The greatest asset................Faith  

The most prized possession................Integrity  

The most beautiful attire................A SMILE!  

The most powerful channel communication....Prayer  

The most important thing in life............GOD 

September: 

8  Norma Manly 

13 Marie Gwilym 

21 Stephanie Douma 
 

October: 

1  Lyle Campbell 

11 Hugh Eisenhaurer 

27 Cliff rounding 

28 Jane Gale 

29 Sue Bodkin 
 

November: 

1   Peter Curd 

7   Mary Lynne Har-

vey 

9  Shirley Hockin 

14 Jamie Hockin 

16 Diana Baird 

19 Sue Smarkala 
 

December: 

6  Patricia Curtis 

6  Patti McMillan 
 

January: 

2  Dana Richardson 

4  Judy Chaplin 

13 Iain McGilveray 
 

February:  

17 Mazie Thompson 

17 Sharon McGuirl 

18 Marcia Armstrong 

Who Did We 
Miss?  

                         Mission & Service Fund   Peter Morrison 

     The Mission & Service Fund is the life blood of our church's mission work, 

supporting varied ministries both here at home, and throughout the world.   

     In 2008, the United Church as a whole raised $29.7 million.  Last spring, we 

received a "thank you" letter from the United Church's head office, acknowledg-

ing our 2008 contribution of $40,889 to the M&S Fund.  This put us in the top 

150 churches in the nation in terms of contributions.   

     For that, you all deserve a huge thanks, and know that our dedication to this 

important work is helping more and more people, particularly now as the world 

struggles economically.   

     A bit of research shows that 15 years ago, the church raised $30.7 million for 

M&S.  Basically, the church, with fewer & fewer members, is still managing to 

hold our contributions around the $30 million mark for the past couple of dec-

ades.  That is certainly an accomplishment.   

     Now, consider this.  We have 154 Woodroffe members & adherents who con-

tribute to M&S out of 782 "adults under pastoral care" as our most recent Statis-

tical Report indicates.  If every "adult under pastoral care" at Woodroffe in-

creased their givings to M&S by only 22 cents a week, we'd break the $50,000 

mark.   

     If you have given to M&S in the past, thank you for your faithful contribu-

tions.  If you haven't, would you give it your prayerful consideration?  It's line 2 

on your offering envelopes.   

     As our guest preacher, David Lee pointed out on Environment Sunday re-

cently, the United Church has more "outlets" than Tim Horton's.  Imagine the 

amount of God's work that could be accomplished in the world if each of us in-

creased our givings to M&S each week by the value of only a couple of Timbits. 

Forgiveness is the fragrance that the violet sheds on 

the heel that crushed it  (Mark Twain ï Author) 

Many  

folks want to serve God,  

But  

only as advisers.  

 

 

Be ye fishers of men.  

You catch 'em  

He'll clean 'em.  



The W.U.C. Uniter  

November 2009 

Page 11  

     A father gave his little boy 50 cents and told him he could use it any way he 

wanted. Later when Dad asked about it, the boy told him that he had lent it to 

someone.  ñWho did you lend it to?ò he asked.  The boy answered, ñI gave it to a 

poor man on the street because he looked hungry.ò 

     ñOh, that was foolish.  Youôll never get it back,ò replied the Dad.  ñBut Daddy, 

the Bible says that people who give to the poor lend to the Lord,ò responded the 

little boy. 

     The Dad was so pleased with his sonôs reply that he gave the boy another 50 

cents.  ñSee,ò said the son, ñI told you I would get it backðonly I didn't think it 

would be so soon!ò 

      White Gift Sunday 

      Kindle A Flame @7:00pm  

13 Advent 3: Church School   

      Pageant 

20  Advent 4:  Family Service 

24   Christmas Eve Services  

      Family Service @7:00pm 

      Communion @11:00pm 

      Office Closed @ 12:00 

25 & 26  Christmas & Boxing  

     Day Church Closed 

27  Family Service 

November 

22 Angel Tree in Sanctuary 

28  Deck the Halls @4:00pm 

     Annual Turkey Supper @5:30pm 

     Stairwell Carollers @7:30pm 

29 Advent 1:  Communion  

     Angel Tree in Sanctuary 

     Mitten Tree  in Narthex 
 

December 

1    UCW Potluck Dinner @6:00pm 

6 Advent 2: Lessons & Carols 

A Loan to the Lord 
Diokno Segundo 

Donôt Miss the Fun!    
Watch the Church Bulletin for Any Time Changes  

 

January  

1    New years Day:  Church 

      Closed 

3    Dedication of Pledges 

10  Reception of New Members/ 

     Communion 

     New Members Breakfast  

     @8:45am 

24  Stone Soup  

29ï 31   Family/Adult Ski  

       Trip 
 

                                New in the Church Library                         Don Mutch 

Have You Filled a Bucket Today? by Carol McCloud  c 2006   This picture book is a guide to daily happi-

ness for kids.  The concept of bucket filling is an effective metaphor for encouraging kind and considerate 

behaviour           . 

 Overturning the Tables by Julie Kincaid  c2008   The author, a contributor to the United Church Observer, 

shows how consumerism adversely affects children and the church. 

 An Altar in the World by Barbara Brown Taylor   c2009   Reveals how we can see the sacred in our every-

day lives. 

 The First Christmas by Marcus Borg & John Dominic Crossan  c2007   Subtitled "What the Gospels 

Really Teach About Jesus's Birth, this book places the lessons of the birth in context with the modern 

World. 
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     In preparing to downsize, we have 

come upon a host of family and 

friendôs letters written from the 60ôs to 

80ôs and begin to realize how the ad-

vent of cheap telephone calls and the 

internet have minimized such corre-

spondence. The letters from family, of 

course, relate small successes, failures, 

births, marriages and sad deaths-with 

all stages between. Some of the letters 

were marvelously descriptive of excur-

sions and others emitting the excite-

ment of new loves and new dwellings. 

Many communications from male rela-

tives were laconic. 

      Letters from famous people have 

described their triumphs and tragedies. 

Winston Churchillôs WWII memos 

ñAction this dayò were major historical 

documents and the correspondence 

with FDR, certainly revealing of their 

common cause. Winstonôs letters to his 

wife Clementine reveal his many strug-

gles in the 30s and later, in a tumultu-

ous relationship. Lucy Maude Mont-

gomery, who wrote so positively about 

Anne of Green Gables and other fic-

tional young women, reveals in her 

correspondence a tragic life with an 

unstable husband and Charles Dickens 

correspondence also reveals his strug-

gles and Victorian hypocrisy. Jane 

Austen, Lord Byron and John Keats 

letters reveal their art and personalities. 

Sadly, such correspondence from mod-

ern writers, if not deleted, will mostly 

be lost on hard drives. 

     Possibly when the telegraph was 

widely applied, Victorian society 

prophesied the demise of letters-and 

certainly telegraphese became ram-

pant. Now we have Text messaging 

and Twitter with 150 to180 charac-

ter limitations, leading to new acro-

nyms and fractured syntax. Perhaps 

the last survivor of correspondence 

will be the family ñChristmas letterò 

informing friends of triumphs and 

sometimes (but rarely) failures. This 

is a true art form-to write family an-

nals without giving much away. 

     But what about letters and our 

Christian heritage?  Letters were 

important to the early church. Ap-

parently St. Paulôs epistles to early 

Christian churches are the oldest 

parts in the New Testament and they 

reveal early schisms, suggesting that 

Christian communities today are not 

much different over two millenia, 

with strong human personalities im-

pacting on the organization. In the 

letters, St. Paul lays down some 

laws as well as providing other ad-

vice and Corinthians 13 defining 

Love (sometimes ñcharityò) is one 

of the best known passages ñLove is 

patient  and kind; love is not jealous 

or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. 

Love does not insist on its own way; 

it is not irritable or resentful.ò and 

culminates in the phrase ñSo faith, 

hope, love abide, these three; but the 

greatest of these is love.ò 

     In the sometimes stressful Christ-

mas season, this letter of St Paulôs 

can perhaps remind family members 

not to be too swift in critique or 

complaint when events unfold which 

are not always to their liking. Merry 

Christmas to all and sing out carols 

with the Good News. 

Letters, Epistles, Dispatches, etc.       
Iain J. McGilveray 

WUC Annual 

Turkey Dinner  
November 28 @ 5:30  

Turkey, Dressing, Gravy 

Potatoes, Turnips, Peas, 

Cranberry Sauce  

Pies 

!!YUM  YUM!!  

$10/ Person 

Children 11 & Under 

Free 

Tickets a/v at coffee 

hour or from the 

church office. 

Donôt Miss the  

Fellowship! 

Wanted 

Used Skates   
Often Outreach is 

asked for used skates.  

With Christmas right 

around the corner, what 

a great gift your used 

skates would be.   

Please leave them with 

Jan. 

Patience with others is Love, Patience with self is Hope, Patience with God is Faith.    Adel Bestaros 


